UNPUBLISHED  COIN   OF  LAODICEA IN  PHRYGIA, ETC.   Ill
With regard to the mode of election of the Asiarchs we
have no direct information. We know from Strabo that
the Lyciarch was first elected in the assembly (<w£$piov),
made up from delegates of the cities of Lycia, and that
the election of the other magistrates followed.42 It is
therefore highly probable that the Asiarchs were similarly
elected by the delegates of the cities of Roman Asia who
made up the Commune Asia. We know also from Aristides
how the High-priest of Asia (for his office seems to be
intended by the ^ *£pwowaj tj roiv% rife 'A<r/ae) and the Iren-
arch were elected, or rather some particulars of their elec-
tion, which may be related thus, nearly in a translation
from Mr. Waddington's words : " The cities of the pro-
vince nominated the delegates (awi/cfyot) to a general
assembly; we do not know whether they all had this right,
or whether it was reserved to the important towns only;
the general assembly (to avv&piov to kqwqv) was that of the
icotvov 'Ao-tag, and was held sometimes in one city and some-
times in another; the names of the candidates were sub-
mitted to the assembly, and a list of those who had most
votes was drawn up. It appears certain that this list had
to be submitted to the Proconsul, and that he made his
choice from the names presented to him^ for this course
was pursued in the case of a much less important officer,
the Irenarch."43 It is not unreasonable to suppose with
had been twice Asiarch. The interpretation of the legend is
too uncertain, as it now seems to me, to be relied upon in sup-
port of any theory.
43 Lib. adv. c. 3, § 3.
45 The authorities named are Aristides, Orat. xxvi. pp. 344—
346; Ibid,, p.338. The other passages of ancient authors which
mention the dpxisp&Q rife 'A<r/ae, according to Mr, Wad-
dington, are these: Philostr, Vit. Soph. 1 21, 2; Julian, ISpisk
49, 63; Papinian, in Digest. 1. 5, 8. Besides these, however,
are numerous inscriptions; and among them an Epigram in the
Anthology, beginning 'A<n<foe apxicp^a, where Jacobs under-
stands, as many have done before him, that the Asiarch and the

